
WHICH CHAPTER AND HOW TO JOIN 
There are 63 Chapters in Warwickshire, each one 
attached to a Craft Lodge and where both share the same 
Lodge/Chapter number. 
 

Freemasons of all faiths, who have been Master Masons 
for at least four weeks can apply for membership, but 
must be proposed, seconded and balloted for by the 
members of the Chapter to which they seek admission. 
 

Some Brethren prefer to join a Chapter where they are 
well known whilst others have a preference to join at a 
different Masonic Centre altogether. Whichever you 
choose, you will make new friends as more than just one 
Lodge supports each Chapter. 
 

Your guide here is of course the Provincial Year Book. 
Each Chapter lists its members and gives contact details 
of the Chapter Scribe E, who is the equivalent of the 
Lodge Secretary. He will be delighted to receive your 
telephone call. 
 

Alternatively, you are welcome to contact direct the 
Provincial Scribe E who will be only too pleased to discuss 
with you any aspect of the Royal Arch. His contact details 
you will find in the Provincial Year Book in the pages with 
red edge and are shown below. 
 

In any event, your Lodge Royal Arch Representative 
should already be known to you. If not, he will soon make 
contact with you – his role is to provide a point of contact 
and as a senior Royal Arch Mason of some standing, he 
will further explain to you the concept of the Royal Arch, 
its positioning in “Pure Ancient Masonry” and the steps 
you should take as and when you feel you are ready to 
proceed. 
 

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE? 
Thank you for your time and interest in reading this 
leaflet. We hope that it has helped you to learn and 
understand something about the Holy Royal Arch and to 
stimulate you to find out more about this wonderful and 
colourful Supreme Order. 
 
 
 

Further information, including contact details can 
be found in the first instance, either from the Royal 
Arch section of the Warwickshire Provincial 
Yearbook, or from the Provincial website. 
 

www.royal-arch.org.uk 
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Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of England 

 
www.supremegrandchapter.org.uk/ 

 
If you would like more information please contact 

The Provincial Grand Scribe E 
E.Comp. Philip Gough 
Tel: (H) 0121 270 4100 

E: scribe@royal-arch.org.uk 
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WHAT IS ROYAL ARCH MASONRY? 
In the Book of Constitutions given to every Craft Mason 
under the English Constitution it states by way of a 
Preliminary Declaration that, on the Act of Union 
between the two Grand Lodges in December 1813: “Pure 
Ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more 
i.e. those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow craft, and 
the Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the 
Holy Royal Arch”. The Order of the Holy Royal Arch is an 
integral part of the Pure Ancient Masonry, being the 
completion of Craft Masonry, and the essential next step 
in Freemasonry for all Master Masons. 
 

WHY JOIN THE ROYAL ARCH? 
The Craft teaches us a moral code by which we should 
conduct ourselves and gives its members eminently 
practical rules by which they can live their lives based on 
the solid foundations of Freemasonry – the five points of 
fellowship and the three great principles of Brotherly 
Love, Relief and Truth. In the Craft, we are taught to 
consider our worldly attributes – our relationship with 
fellow man and society at large, and those less fortunate 
than ourselves. 
 

However, man is not simply a practical being but has an 
essential spiritual aspect to his nature. This we pursue in 
the Royal Arch in which a candidate, without trespassing 
on the bounds of religion, is invited to explore further his 
spiritual awareness and his declared belief in a Supreme 
Being. 
 

Thus the Royal Arch leads the candidate from the 
practical to the spiritual and completes “Pure Antient 
Masonry”, a fascinating journey of self-knowledge and 
even self-discovery beginning with the Entered 
Apprentice degree in the Craft and culminating in the 
First Principal’s chair of his Holy Royal Arch Chapter. 
 

AFTER THE THIRD DEGREE 
The Masonic story cannot end with the Third Degree – an 
ending of sadness, tragedy and death as our Master, 
Hiram Abif, meets an untimely demise at the East gate at 
the hands of three unscrupulous characters. There has to 
be a happier ending. In Craft Freemasonry, a Brother  

acknowledges a belief in a Supreme Being, yet in the Craft 
ceremonies, this relationship is not explored further. It is in 
the Royal Arch that a Mason continues and completes his 
education and knowledge of Craft masonry and is invited to 
reflect and contemplate upon his personal relationship and 
spiritual well-being with his God, in whatever form this 
Supreme Being presents itself to him.  
 

It is therefore justly claimed to be the fulfilment of “Pure 
Ancient Masonry” and no Brother can consider his Masonic 
knowledge complete until he has become a Companion of this 
Supreme Order. 
 

Having been raised to the Degree of a Master Mason, you are 
now eligible to be exalted into the Supreme Order of the Holy 
Royal Arch, and come to understand why the Royal Arch is 
considered the Supreme Degree and the very essence of 
Freemasonry. 
 

A ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER  
A Royal Arch Chapter is a Masonic body which is attached to, 
but organised separately from, a Craft Lodge and is not in any 
way directly governed by it. Chapters usually meet three or 
four times during a Masonic season; meetings are called 
Convocations. 
 

The joining and annual fees payable are generally 
proportionately less than those of a Lodge. Due to its close 
affinity with the Craft, the Royal Arch does not hold its own 
Charity Festivals but looks to support the Craft in its 
endeavours as best it can. Charity giving in the Royal Arch is 
therefore usually restricted to Alms Collections or very 
occasional special appeals such as the recent 2013 
Bicentenary Appeal for the Royal College of Surgeons. 
 

Chapter is in many ways similar to a Lodge in that there is a 
progression of Officers towards the Chairs of the Three 
Principals who, between them, govern and rule the Chapter. 
An earlier requirement that a Companion needed to have 
progressed through the Chair of his Lodge before being 
installed into the Chairs of the Three Principals no longer 
applies.  
 

There should be no pressure on any member to progress 
through the various offices of his Chapter until he is confident  

enough and ready to do so. Most new Companions are 
encouraged to attend, listen and observe as they learn 
more about the significance of the Holy Royal Arch. They 
will cultivate new friendships in their Chapter whilst they 
continue their progress through the Offices of their Craft 
Lodge and, in time, we hope they will be ready to 
participate in the beautiful, colourful and profound ritual of 
the Holy Royal Arch. 
 

There are some of course who are anxious to take part in 
our ceremonies at the earliest opportunity and enjoy doing 
so. It is up to you – you will know when you are ready but 
just being a member of our Order is the most important 
consideration. You will receive a warm welcome. 
 

STRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION 
The Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch is the only 
other Order formally recognised by Grand Lodge. 
 

This of course should not prevent you from exploring the 
many other wonderful Orders in Freemasonry but if you are 
to adopt the correct sequence or join just one other Order, 
it should undeniably be this one.  
 

Supreme Grand Chapter administers the Royal Arch from 
Freemasons’ Hall in Great Queen Street – its principal 
officials are invariably the same as those of the United 
Grand Lodge of England. Within our Province of 
Warwickshire, we are led by a Grand Superintendent, a 
Deputy Grand Superintendent, a Second Provincial Grand 
Principal and a Third Provincial Grand Principal. Their 
photographs and contact details can be found in the 
appropriate pages of the Provincial Year Book. Each year 
we hold an Annual Convocation, usually in June, - the 
equivalent of a meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge in the 
Craft. 
 

Many Craft Masons progress into the Royal Arch as they 
complete that final stage of their journey through “Pure 
Antient Masonry”. They are easily recognisable in Lodge as 
Companions of a Chapter proudly wear their Royal Arch 
Breast Jewel – a white ribbon for a Companion, a red 
ribbon for a Principal or Past Principal of a Chapter and a 
tri-coloured ribbon for a Grand or a Provincial Grand 
Officer.  

 


